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But more crucially to the question of the painting’s Vermeer authenticity, the above-mentioned

investigation at the Rijksmuseum has discovered that the shawl is by the same hand as the rest of the

picture confuting the opinions of various Vermeer experts. “In the initial design, the pleats of the satin skirt

extend under the shawl, but in the final paint layers, they do not continue, stopping instead at the shawl’s

edge.”16 Accordingly the Rijksmuseum conservators confirm that the shawl and the skirt were elaborated

at the same stage, and presumably, by the same artist.
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Some readers might argue that the Leiden gown should be compared not only with the superlative gowns

of the Lady Standing and The Guitar Player but also with the less-than-spectacular blue-green gown of

the Lady Seated. The large folds are minimally defined. One can intuit the broad sweep of the fabric, its

base color, and the direction and form of some of the principal folds, but the feel of the fabric and the

minor incidents of material and light are absent. Nor is there any trace of calligraphic brushwork and

Vermeer’s signature pointillés so evident in the gowns of The Guitar Player and Lady Standing. However,

there are compelling reasons to regard the London gown as either unfinished or in a poor state of

preservation.
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